Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 CANBER 04952 310859Z 
21 

ACTION L-03 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-16 EA-11 EUR-25 NEA-14 RSC-01 10-14 

ISO-OO ACDA-19 MC-02 SCA-01 SCS-03 OIC-04 DPW-01 

OMB-Ol CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-11 NSAE-00 

NSC-07 PA-04 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 USIA-15 SR-02 ORM-03 

DRC-01 /203W 

048576 

R 310840Z JUL 74 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3770 
INFO AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
USMISSION GENEVA 

CONFIDENTIAL CANBERRA 4952 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, AS, PRG 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIA DECIDES TO SUPPORT INVITATION TO PRC TO ATTEND 
ICRC CONFERENCE OF WEAPONS EXPERTS AS OBSERVER WITH 
RIGHT TO SPEAK 

REF: CANBERRA 3885, 4430 AND 4953 (NOTAL); STATE 165364 

1. ON JULY 30 DFA OFFICER (LANCE JOSEPH, ACTING ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY, MAINLAND SEA BRANCH) SHOWED EMBOFF TEXT OF NOTE 
APPROVED BY FONMIN WILLESEE FOR EARLY DELIVERY TO ICRC. NOTE 
STATES THAT GOA SEES VALUE IN INVITING PRG REPRESENTATIVE TO 
PARTICIPATE IN MEETING OF WEAPONS EXPERTS IN LUCERNE SEPTEMBER 
24 AS OBSERVER WITH RIGHT TO SPEAK. HOWEVER, NOTE CONTINUES, 

GOA WOULD NOT APPROVE AN INVITATION ADDRESSED TO PRG TO PARTICIPATE 
AS REPRESENTATIVE OF GOVERNMENT OF A STATE. JOSEPH SAID 
DFA HOPED THAT ICRC WOULD READ NOTE AS CONSTITUTING ABSTENTION 
ON ISSUE OF INVITATION TO PRG. 

2. COMMENT: AUSTRALIANS ARE TRYING TO BE TOO CLEVER BY HALF, AND 
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ATTEMPTED DISTINCTION BETWEEN "SEEING VALUE” IN INVITATION TO 
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PRG TO PARTICIPATE AS OBSERVER WITH RIGHT TO SPEAK WHILE 
DISAPPROVING OF INVITATION TO PRG TO PARTICIPATE AS REPRESENTATIVE 
OF GOVERNMENT OF A STATE IS LIKELY TO BE LOST ON ICRC. 

3. JOSEPH ADMITTED TO CONSIDERABLE DISCOMFORT WITHIN 
GOA ON ISSUE AND SAID THERE HAD BEEN SIGNIFICANT DEBATE AT 
"HIGH CABINET LEVEL". WHEN EMBOFF NOTED THAT DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER CAIRNS IS ON PUBLIC RECORD AS FAVORING RECOGNITION 
OF PRG, JOSEPH MADE CLEAR, WITHOUT SO STATING IN 

SPECIFIC LANGUAGE, THAT CAIRNS HAD SUCCESSFULLY PRESSED FOR 
GESTURE TO PRG. 

4. JOSEPH SOUGHT TO PLAY DOWN PRACTICAL EFFECT OF GOA DECISION, 
COMMENTING THAT PRESENT INDICATIONS SUGGEST MOST COUNTRIES 
VOTING WILL OPPOSE INVITATION TO PRG AND AUSTRALIAN DECISION 
WOULD THUS HAVE LITTLE IMPACT ON PRG PARTICIPATION. 

5. GOA NOTE IS EROSION OF FONMIN WILLESEE'S POSITION (CANBERRA 
4430) WHEN AMBASSADOR LAST DISCUSSED THIS SUBJECT WITH HIM 12 
JULY, AND SEEMS TO BE RESULT OF EFFORTS BY DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
CAIRNS. AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY WASHINGTON IS INSTRUCTED 

TO INFORM DEPARTMENT OF THIS DECISION AND OF DECISION REGARDING 
CAMBODIAN UN REPRESENTATION (SEPTEL). ASSUME DEPARTMENT WILL 
EVIDENCE SAME DISPLEASURE WE ARE SHOWING AT THIS DEVELOPMENT. 
HARROP 
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